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Open for students who need us
967 residents during COVID (normally 1,260)

13%

transfer students

54%
low-income

45%

22%
students with
disabilities

first-generation
college students

Michelle Hamm
I am a first-generation Latina college student at Cal, studying
Sociology and Legal Studies. I was born in Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico and moved to the US without my parents when I was
17. Before transferring, I attended Ventura College, where I
was active in promoting sexual abuse prevention and mental
health awareness. I live in Ridge House, and I love it! My workshifts are helping with the garden and cleaning the laundry
room, and occasionally cleaning the kitchen. I hope to get
elected for the Garden manager position. I love my community at Ridge House. The BSC has helped me find financial and
housing security. It has also helped me create a sense of community during the pandemic.”

Oscar Fernandez-Paz
I am a first-generation student majoring in Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science. I transferred from Mira Costa Community College in
Oceanside, CA. I currently live in Stebbins Hall and I've had an amazing
experience even while being socially distant from each other. The BSC
truly opened the doors for me by providing an affordable home with
some of the kindest people I have ever met. I feel at home and this type
of supportive environment will help me overcome future challenges. I will
do my best to spread kindness, just as you have.

Julie Cons
It feels amazing, to know that I matter despite the difficult
circumstances in my life. I'm grateful to be getting my education at Cal. I am third year student pursuing a double degree in
Music and Molecular Cell Biology. Music is my main priority and
I intend to make big moves! I play violin and am the President
of the Mariachi Luz de Oro on campus. My music has always
brought me joy, and I want to do the same for the people around
me.

Opening Doors for Students
•
•
•
•
•

No credit checks
Low security deposit ($250 or less)
No co-signers
No social security number
Low-income, disabled and undocumented students are prioritized

Rent & Food in Berkeley (academic year)

BSC

Off campus

UCB Dorms

Ismena Jameau
I am a rising senior at UC Berkeley majoring in Molecular
Environmental Biology. I transferred from Santa Rosa Junior
College. I have been living in Stebbins Hall, and I intend to
stay until I graduate. I cannot speak highly enough about
Stebbins and the entirety of the BSC! The community is so
kind, genuine, and welcome. In a matter of months, I have
developed meaningful connections and friendships that I will
carry with me long after I graduate.”

Higher Education Is Our Dream
As colleges and universities become more expensive, the BSC proudly supports the educational
dreams of all full-time students. While most of our students attend UC Berkeley, about 5% come from
Berkeley City College, San Francisco State University, Mills College, Diablo Valley College, and other
schools.

FIGURE 1
Tuition and fees have risen dramatically at UC and CSU over the past three decades
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SOURCE: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).
NOTE: The chart shows tuition and average fees for each system, adjusted for inflation (2017 dollars). Tuition and fees represent the listed
tuition plus mandatory and average campus-specific fees in each system. Shaded areas highlight the most recent time periods when tuition
increased rapidly at UC and CSU.
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The Financial Impact of COVID-19
•
•
•
•
•

Like all nonprofits, the BSC is seeing losses which will weigh on our students for years.
35+% decrease in rental revenue, as occupancy dips
“Bad debts" (non payment of rents) increasing as students suffer hardships
Capital projects delayed
Upward pressure on student rent

Projected Revenue Loss at the BSC
FY ending May 30, 2021

budget

$10m

actual

$5m

$2,643,318.44

$1,656,334.93

Summer 2020

Fall 2020

Spring 2021

Financials
Based on the unaudited statement of activities for the fiscal year ending May 31, 2020.
View our full audited financial statements at bsc.coop/about-us/financial-statements.

$ 12,221,249

Income

Contributions
$ 791,355

Member Revenue
$ 10,729,037

Other 1
$ 700,857

Our cooperative economic model means that our members pay for
our operating expenses, with some help from donors. We are actively
expanding our donor base to reduce the burden on students.

$ 10,384,665

Expenses

Maintenance &
Capital Improvements 3
$ 3,117,463

Core Programs
$ 7,096,787
As a student-run cooperative,
we employ and offer
leadership opportunities to
over 200 of our members
who serve as managers,
central-level administrative
and warehouse staff, and
executives on the Board of
Directors.

Personnel $ 3,256,590

Food, Supplies
& Delivery
General
Operating
Expenses 2
$ 2,107,782

$ 1,519,701

Member
Services
$ 212,714

Our major
capital project
for 2019 was the
seismic retrofit
of Hoyt Hall.

Scholarships $ 170,415

1 Other revenue includes, from most to least, income and investment revenue, a property lease, and
miscellaneous income. The BSC still owns the former Barrington Hall property and leases it to an external
operator. The lease expires in 2025.
2 General operating expenses include, from most to least, utilities, insurance, tax, licenses, bank fees, rent,
miscellaneous, legal and accounting, bad debts, and outside services.
3 The BSC is tackling years of deferred maintenance and seismic retrofits, as well as prior bond repayments
by allocating a large portion of our budget to capital improvements.
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